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SCOTT COUNTY KICKER.
Mayor Tom Johnson's Idea.

In His City Government He Carries
Into Effect "Equal Rights to All-Spe- cial

Privileges to None."
By Tom L. Johnson, Mnyur of Cleveland, Ohio.
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A constant slruiiule goes on to
obtain such privileges with tlie result
of checking and retaining for u long
time necessary public Improve1
ments. nival claimants not strong
enough to obtain what they want
often succeed in checkmating each
other at tlieexpence of denying to the
public needed advantage!
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the taking by the public only of

the water, gas, electric and
power supply, the telephone nnd tlie
railroads.

The evils a many
timid people fear as likely to
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These are not party
They are question" fair
ness and justice, and the people will

answer them aright. Nocau-- e that
true can lose. This cause is true

and therefore must pervall.
hen I assumed the Mayoralty
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Nearly all the real estate, however.
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from .l.Ns:t..(io to .I I,7.S0,."(i0. It
also increased tlie appraNal of the
two gas companies from !fJ7,000 to

1,-- ItS, 100. It raised the electric
light company troin on to
sl,lJJ.(Sl'0 It lias added a of
s?17.87iy!0 of property to the tax
duplicate which had always beforoes-eape- d

and this has caused
the Tax Commission to reduce the
rate of taxation in the city from o
percent last year to J.(S7 per cent
for the year to come.

1 have endeavored to compel the
j: (if th' State to

tenia railroad tho samo as
farms nnd small hdnies are

these monopolies offer to private L(1) whicll woul(, i,UVt.a,i,it.,i $10,000.
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total

taxation,

audit apprab--
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apprais- -

000 to tlie tax duplicated in tills
county and would have further re
duced the tax rate, but they would
give nie no heed.

Some of them rode on railroad
passes and said nothing, others said
1 was trying to make political capi
tal. All refused to make nny sub- -

stantlal increase iu tlie valuation of

the "steam railroads above what the
railroad officers themselves had ap-

praised their own companies.
I intend to try my best to huvotho

law anieuded that railroad proper-
ties shall be appraised ns going eon-ter-

at their market value
I shall require that nil public ser

vice corporations, such as street rail
eluding frueblses, which owners of the ,.oad(S gllH( electric light and tele-oth-er

kinds of private property have phono companies must make public
to ear. report to tlie auditing officers or mu

lt would be no violation ofexisting nlL.ipajitk,8 wo timt tlie people may
rights, where the power mm not ueen now tho Vftlue o publlc
jmytereil away, lor uie ciues or me nua tne wmout Qf money these eor
State to reguluto fares nnd rates of Lomtiomi have invested.
compensation, so us made mem i ....nuns,, that a law lie passed bv
yield only a fair return on the actual .j,

tll0 offi(.0l. wlo takoH passes
investment munerauier uuiu upuu ffom railroads will bo deemed guilty
a fictions cnpllulizaU Ion based main- - ot bribery. '
ly upon frauchies or speelul privlege ,In COIK.iusion iet mo say: Equal tax- -

values. Intiori'will solve the trust problem.
In short, municipalities ought not Tllwti4 live through special privileges

to hesitate todowimtprivaio person allted to them; upon which they
iu business do as a matter of course. do uot .my tnsCHi fax tho special

Every taxpayer ought to bo inter- - pviviiegert mirt the question will bo
ested iujust nn opuul taxation, for 80ived, Equal taxation will solve the
tho happiness and welfare ol the peo- - greUtest.problom of tho world the
ploandthe prosperity uuu snuy "H labor problem.
t ho State depend upon just nud equal ,
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and the methods of executing them The specla.1 privileged fraternity
iii Ohio weuow have wrm mnus awweW to it that "reliable" and
assessed at ou perceiuoi .c. 9ttfe men are nominated as caudi
value. dates tor the supreme bench on both

TUe liomei oi iue mmi our. u the Kepublican and Democratic tick
city real estate are taxed at 00 per eU Theu u wUl put up tUo uam.
cent of their real value, steam rau- - , boodle for both parties aud
roads are assessed at aoouc At per gmlngiy awftjt
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Tor 111m Mother Hake.

Tho florist's boy had just swept
some broken and withered flowers
into the gutter, when a ragged
unrehln darted across the street.
Uo came upon a rose seemingly in

better conditon than the rest. Hut
as he tenderly picked it Up the
petals fluttered to the ground leav-

ing only the bare stalk in his hand.
He stood quite still, and his lips

quivered perceptibly. "What's the
matter with
florist's nskeil

yon anyway, tho

The ragged little fellow choked as
he answered, "It's for my mother.
Slrc's sick, nnd she can't cut notliin',
an' I thought e'd a flower to
smell it might make her feel lietter."

"Just wait ainitiutesaid tlie florist's
boy ns hodisnppcared. When became
out upon the sidewalk lie held in his
hand a beautiful half-opene- d rose.
"There," he said take that, to your
mother."

He had meant to put that roebud
on his mother's grave, and yet he
knew that he had done the better
thing. ".She'll understand," lie said
to himself, "and I know this will
please her most." .Selected.

The Itelei cndlllli.

On April first the city of Chicago
took a vote on the municipal owner-
ship of gas and electric light plants,
on the direct nomination of candi-

dates at primaries ami the uiuniepul
ownership of the street railways.
The Chicago l'ost, a paper that op-

poses municipal ownership, siys:
"The total vote polled was rather

light even for an off year. Thousands
seem to have been Indifferent to the
practical and theoretical issues of tin
election. Hut it is extremely gratny- -

ingto know that nearly four-fifth- s of
those who did vote availed them-
selves of tlie privilege of expressing
an opinion on the three propositions
on the separate "referendum''
ballot. The referendum isunancient
and valuable American institution.
Its cxtention is'rertnin and inevit
able, and the opposition to it is
largely based on predjudiced Ignor-

ance.
"That the voters manifested dis

crimination nnd previous study tlie
figures indicate beyond reasonable
doubt. On the question of direct
nomination at primaries and the dis
placing of bosses and machines the
vote stands: For 1"J.",0M-J- : against.
l.'i.SOl. There i little reason to
suppose that the rato would be dif
ferent on a maxima vote. 1 here is a
growing demand for" democracy or
true majority rule in nominations
Where the selections of candidates is
left to political dictators and pro
tesisioiml politicians, elections are
empty formalities. The en.y lnnnip
uhilul cuaveiil.oii win soon iollow
King Caucus into the political lum
ber-roo-

On the question of municipal
ownership nnd operation of gas and
electric light plants, the vote is lrJ4- -

IflO to 20,007, while on that of
municipal ownership and operation
of street railways it stands, 124.o04
to 2.,087. It is plain to sensible
citizens tlint this "ivform'' contains

renter possibilities of political and
industrial mischief, and they aro
more reluctant to favor it even as a
lesser evil.

"Now municipal ownership of so- -

called public utilities is municipal so-

cialism. It is replicant to tlie
American principle of industrial
freedom, of minimum interference
with enterprise, of all eucorngement
to private inltative and legitimate
busiuess. Chicago lias not been con-

verted to municipal socialism, and
we believe thnt if the voters were
called upon to choose between mu
nicipal operation and private opera-

tion under a fair, equitablo contract
and dun regulation, the great
majority would unhesitatingly vote
for tho latter policy"

It might bo interesting to have tho
Post outline a "fair, equitable con-

tract" that would meet both the ap-

proval of tho people of Chicago
and the manipulators of watered
stocks. If the municipal ownership
of street railways, water and artin
cial light is municipal socialism, is

not the government ownership of tho
postal service government or nation
al socialism?

19,

oi' Rogers Family.
Rev. 0. T. Rogers, of

returned from a faintly reunion at
the home in
111. The father of Rev. Rogers is also
a minister and tho first ser
mon iu the now city of
Bloomlngton iu what was then a dis

BENTON, MO., JULY 1902.

ltcuulon
Commerce,

parental Bloomlngton,

preached
flourishing

trlct schoqj hquse bujlt ol logs. He
now 00 years old and was the

youugest ot a family ot thirteen and
the father ot a family of twelve child'
reu, seven of whom aro still living.
The mother is 81.

The living descendants are fifty
three, Grand-chlldre- u, 20; great

A SUCCESSFUL MEETING.

Public Ownership Speakers
Given a Respectful Hear-

ing Last Saturday.

Defenders of the State House Ring Did

Not Show Up, Although Pressing
Invitations Were Extended.

Hon. II. Martin .Williams, now of
Woodlawn, 111., nud Hon. Joseph M.

lngnlls, of Scotland county, Mo., ad-

dressed a representative gathering
of Scott county farmers at tlie court
house hero Saturday afternoon, on
public ownership nnd direct legisla-
tion, and the crowd was eager to
hear something different than the
yawpings of the practical politicians
to whom they have listened so pati-

ently aud so long.
Vltliough farmers wore very busy.

and three threshing machines were

miming within a mile of Ilentoii, yet
it was tlie largest gathering of men
who till the soil thnt has attended n
political meeting in Scott county for
many a day notwithstanding tlie
efforts of the Scott county end of the
.State House King to prevent a suc-

cessful meeting.
The meeting was advertised (.that

Is to say, an attempt was made to
advertise tlie meeting by hand bills,
but the bills were destroyed almost
as fast as they could lie put up more
than one hundred having been de-

stroyed in one day) for two o'clock,
but a justice court trial was started
up at the court house and some of

the farmers who had come to hear
the speakers were picked up on the
jury and. by request, tho speaking
was postponed until after the trial.

bile it may have been perfectly
"according to law" to proceed with
the trial under the circumstances, yet
it is well known that had the speak-
ing btH-'i-

i in tho interest of the Demo-

cratic "party." iiuite n different ar
rangement would have been made.
Spell-binde- me often advertised to
speak here during circuit court, and
the court always ndjomtis at great
cost to the tax-paye- to furnish the
time and tho crowd to the mouth
pieces ot the "party. Out it was
different Saturday. However, the
fanners declared their willingness to
remain until night, it necessary, and
all went well.

Shortly after o'clock the trial
concluded and the speakers entered
the court house. In a little while the
court room was well tilled with fann-

ers who farm the soil. The fanners
who farm the fanner were conspicu-
ously absent. It was not their day.
l'erhaps they were busy taking an in-

ventory of the chattel mortgages
they hold against their tenuiits now
that the harvest is at hand.

J. T. Mans, of Sandy woods town-

ship, acted us master of ceremonies
and introduced Mr. Williams. Mr.

Williams spoke for nearly two hours
nud held the attention of his hearers
wonderfully. No speaker was ever
given closer and more respectful at-

tention. He invited questions from
his hearers and told the farmers that
he wanted them to understand that
It was their meeting, and that ho was
there to make courteous answer to
any question they might ask.

Mr. Williams is a lite-lon- g Demo
rat and was reading clerk In the

LAST Missouri House of RepresentU'
tives. When the state admlnistra
tion endorsed Rolla Wells he quit.
He openly charged that the present
state administration was undemo
emtio aud corrupt, and invited any
one who cared to take Issue with him
to "trot out." Hut tlie defenders of
"Missouri's low tax rate" were not In

a trotting humor just then. But
some of our tin-hor- n politicians, who
wouldn't recognize a Democratic
principle if they met it iu tlie road,
got "even" after Mr. Williams
had gone. They spoko of him as
bolter," "not a Doraocrat," "broke
down politician," "disgruntled," and
like eonvmcingt?) nrgumeuts (?).

At tlie conciusion of his address
Mr. Williams courteously introduce
Mr. lugalls, who waded right in. Ow

ing to the lateuess of the hour Mr.
Ingalls undertook to crowd time
aud spoke rather fast and was not
as well understood as Mr. W illiams
Tho men whqm he had especially In
vited to meet him in debate did not
show up. He spoke for about an
hour quite entertainingly. Mr. Wil
liams concluded the meeting by urg
ing the farmers to organize clubs iu
their respective school districts-promis- ing

to furnish literature and
speakers to address thorn on re
quest. Mr. Williams also authorized
the Kicker to arrange a debate with
any defender ot the State House Ring,
or anybody else, from anywhere, who
opposes public ownership and he will
meet them. And when the corpora
tions send out their spell-binde- rs this
fall their managers iu Scott count;
witt 4thtr bT to crawl n tbtUr koi

v" If ri m W MM tail III m iJlli vnf.aij.i. -W-Bfr-ttna nyMnsj,.. r t
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nnd pull the hole in after them, or
else face the music.

The meeting of Saturday was a de-

cided success and especially so when
It Is considered that farmers were so
very busy. It was a much larger nnd
very different crowd than turned out
to hear ex-Oo- Stone when he spoko
here. Stone's crowd was made up of
farmers who farm the farmer. The
turnout of Saturday was made up of
farmers who till the soil.

The speakers were highly pleased
with the success of the meeting and
the respectful attention given them.
They left for their homes the next
morning.

Machine-Mad- e. Candidates.
The Olobe-Deinocr- draws quite

a realistic picture of tlie proceedings
ut the Judicial convention. Here it
is, piping hot :

"A sweeping triumph for the
the result

of the Democratic judicial convention
at Springfield. With a grip of iron
tlie ring holds the state, tlie same
ring thnt presonnllyowtis and directs
the state supreme court and sells out
legislatures for blocks of corporation
cash handed to the Democratic state
chairman. Jim Seibert is still the
supreme manipulator in tho Dem-

ocratic party of Missouri , and he is the
Democratic stnto chairman who. ac-

cording to sworn Democrat ie testi-

mony, receive: the corporation cash
as nn equivalent for the laws the
corporations want. Seibert scored
his greatest ptvsonnl triumph at the
Springfield convention. The only
new man nominated for supreme
indue is peculiarly Seibert"- man.
Not long ago Seibert authorized t he

announcement that he would not
again be a candidate for the state
hairiaanship. But hedoeseii't have

to be state chairman to be the party
dictator. A few months ago a large
number oi democrats from southeast
Missouri suddenly turned up in St.
Louis nnd, to Seibert 's nmnzment,
indorsed Judge Fort, of that section,
for supreme judge. Seibert bad
already selected Judge Fox. And. of

coarse. Fox gets the nomination.
Seibert's first move was tosidetraek
Judge Fort with promises. His
second move wa to hand Fox the
nomination at Springfield. He

touched the button, with tlie usual
result.

"In its personal conduct the
spring-Hel- convention was one oi
the most disgraceiul ever held iu any
tare. The temporary chairman

arbitrarily adjourned the convention
nnd during the rece undertook to
nuiet his conscience in a way that
induced tlieconventiontoexcusehini.
For the most of the time the secreta
ry, reading derK or nearest ueiegate
on tlie platform acted as chairman.
When the secretary was called on mr

certain report he read something
else as a strategic measure. Dave
Ball ripped up the majority report
referring all political issues to a later
convention by ottering a resolution
indorsing tlie Kansas City platform,
and it was carried by ."01 to 100. All

the bosses were there Seirber. Cook,
Dockery nnd the rest. They were in
full war paint and carried every point
they wanted except silence on the
silver question, and as there is no
patronage in that they regarded it
as a minor matter.

"Two of the present ring-servin- g

supreme court judges, Burgess and
Vallia'nt, were renominated. Tlie
ring has tested their obedience to its
demands and is willing totrust them
for similar unquestioning senility in
the future. The new nominee, Fox,
being Seibert's personal selection, is
entirely satisfactory to the rest of
the ring. What Seibert says goes
with the state supreme court, and is

also tho higher law with his ringster
associates.

Tho riugstersgot everything they
wanted nt the Springfield convention
except silence on tho silver question.
Through a majority report from the
committee rooms the ring proposed
that "all matters pertaining to the
state and national aflairs be remit
ted to the consideration nnd action
of the Democratic state convention
at St. Joseph July 22." But Dave
Ball spoiled this evasive scheme by
offering a resolution declaring that
"We. the Democrats ot Missouri in
convention assembled, do hereby in
dorse the principles ot the Democrat-
ic party ns enunciated in the national
Democratic piatiorm oi luuu in
Kansas City. There was much clam-
or in opposition, especially among the
122 machine-mad- e delegates from
St. Louis, ninny of whom represent
nothing but tne yu.ouu uogus
names voted lu this city In 1900 aud
1001. The Ball resolution was forced
through by the main body otthecon- -

vention itseu.

At Public Sale.
I will sell, at mv farm, northwest

of Commerce, to the hi&hest bidder.
nu TiiADrinv. .lniv jh. muz. an mv
horses, mutes, cattle, hogs, farm im-

plements, house-hol- d and kitchen
furniture. Twelve months credit will
be oiven on all sums of over tB pur
chaser giving note with approved ee--

From Kelso.

Anna Maria Blattel died at the
home of her son, Nick Spaunhnuer,
on Thursday of last week, aged 8:1

years. She was buried iu the Catho-
lic cemetery here Friday.

Anton mid Barney Bnudeiidlstel
were called to the bedside of their sick

sister at Perryvillo Tuesday. A mes-sng- c

received Wednesday reported
the deatli of the sister.

Our school building is now receiv-

ing tlie tinishingtouciiesiit tlie hands
of Carpenter Mike Welter nnd Paint-
er Andrew Jones. Both are excellent
workmen.

Our people want all otheYpoopleto
keep mind that fire going to , sumption
have the banner picnic on Augut
12. Keep that mind.

Kelso will soon be connected with
tlie rest of the world by telegraph.
Men are now putting lu the wires.

Monday a girl was born to Mr. and
iu. I nnerstall. bap- - U;inrkon of Miss

Juliana Hufina of Bert rand.
A boy bom Mr. (.'has. , we've a mail service

Dumey Charles nind id. Dvidontly Mr. Uouck
j destroy confidence in the

Louis and l- - sciiaeter and mo
ses Drury rode their wheel the
Capo Sunday.

(irosmnu.of tlie New York-Stor-

is opening up n store at Blod-get- t.

Dnrtis Dumey - .vry sick. His
daughter. ! up again. j

Mr. Mrs. Buy Williams visied
Oran week.

Fritz Suckory came down from tin1

t'ape Sunday.
I ('lenient- - Westrieh wa.
Wednesday.

Albert Maut. vi-t- ed tin
Sunduy.

rroiu New llunibiir
Prof. Scbulte Peter Schoeii nre Good !

tho champion ri-i- ngain.
county. berries brought than

Inn to tell season.
which they mpst oi berries or

Prof. Scbulte object to
company has off

berry picking.
Coletta ticrst entertained a number j

of her little friend afternoon,
j

There weiv present Mi.e Esiella
Heiserer.of Benton: Schul-- i

i

te. New Hamburg: Anna Winkelmnii.
St. Loui-- . Martha Scbulte, n.

I

Nick Dannenniiieller - out of pock-
et a male Durham '

calf, with split undorhit in left
ear. lias ien gone ahout tliivo

If you see hear of it. tell
Nick.

A boy wa born to Mr. aud Mrs.

John M. Soberer July 0 aud was
christened Cornelius.

On S a boy was born to Mr.
Mrs. Louis Dohogne and chris-

tened Theodore Loui.
Father Helinbacher. of Oran. -- pent

night of week with Fath-
er Moeulg.

Prof. Sehulte Peter Schoeii
were Benton Tuesday.

iiuite a number oi Bentouite were
here trailing tin week.

Homo.

i'ucle Jack Dowell a pair of
silver-rime- d spectacles in home-mad- e

leather enseon his rural delivery
route. Finder please leave them

the mill.
The little daughter of Anton d,

who had her brokeu as
the result of a from a hammock,
is getting along nicely.

R. A. Kingsbury sold his More
house farm to Consid- -

derations $8,000.
Tlieon came up

Kssex
John Witt and wife, of

were hero Wednesday.
Thos. Commerce,

Monday.

Our Mull Service.

dads

ainistrong

pickers

daggers.
chigger

Heisseres from

Sikeston.

town

Certainly no town iu Missouri
u miserable mail service than
Benton, unless it is tho other towns
that are dependent upon the Tea vine.

letter mailed here at 9 o'clock a.
m. remain in our postoflioe 24

best. Mail leaving here for
the outh iu the morning remain at
Morley evening. i ab-

solutely no telling when a mail
arrive depart and it is the excep-

tion when a mail in on what is
called '

No. 36.

From Commerce.

"fls a piece of public ownership, 1

reckon, to plant n gasoline reservoir
iu n frequented street so as not to do
damage to private property. When
she blows up; and If she will take
ownership with her when she blows
up the public, we shall wink theoth.
er eye at our city dads for granting
such daniphool privileges,

Cashier Wylie and Dr. Hutton
chartered the little boat, City of St.
Loiii, for n trip around the world
Sunday and sailed via Powers Island
around the horn of Buruhnms Island
up to Santa Fe, thence home.

iinsoerry died oi con- -

In we Wednesday

in

morntng tit
i o lock, aged of years. Mr Rasher-r- y

was it descendant from one of the
first settlers of Commerce township.

The young follks had a dance n t
Sewell's Fridayevening in honor
of the Misses Stotts, Hegtrie and

Mrs. !Mie was Charleston, nnd
tised Tuesday. Love,

to nnd Mr--, oh. but got
and baptised Oswin nmV

here on July 4. trying to
rnnu

to

Herman

Ida.
and
last

in

and wife

I'ape

and
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and -- worn
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months.

July
and

and

Around
lost

free
will

Greer.

Wednesday.

was

more

will
hours

There

the

ugust

hall

government ownership of the postnl
system. Give the hack !

I Swallow Co's. show drew n large
crowd Saturday evening, and Mon-- 1

day Tinsley',- - show came along nnd
captured the remainder of our loose
change.

The Pea vine killed u tine lerseycow
for Mis Anderson and refused pay-
ment beeaue the Idling was inside

rit.v limits. How's this . city
V

Benton Dr. Blackledge It. ('. More and
families tooknn propeller

until

for Orchard Sunday and spent
the day hunting wild tiower.

I,

;.

there tne about hundred men
work heie putting new

' the Peftviue.
berry iu Scott Hlvor

The they in higher yet
were delicious. hard

the

on
George

Friday last

at

at
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fall
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or
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From Morley.

tlie

steel rails

Will
been

be
this

w nen we wrote oi man in
Morley who had never -- ecu the in-

side of a pas-eng- er coach there was
quite a "breeze" over the affair.
Now tomes Benton with a young lady
who had never -- eon a railroad train
till she went to Oran on the Fourth
overthe Penvinennd
Now blow, brazen Commerce.

The -- traight- of both of theG. O'
P.' here iufu-e- d to tohearthespeak-jin- g

at Benton Saturday fearing
,iliai to lUten to auything
i except tlv regulation partisan har
angue might contaminate their politi-
cal convictions.

Dr.Fveoliug was unkind enough to
ask Ropre-eiitati- Williams when
Seibert would go into session again.
Seibert not tlie whole show. There
are il-o Phelps, ("lardy and
"Brown."

Jesse M. Adam- - and C. Pearl
Harns lett for Joplm fsnndny to at-

tend the Republican judicial conven-

tion. Of coures "Brown'' paid freight.
Th depot will be

moved this week down near the
crossing, thus making it more con-

venient for the traveling public.
Dunklin county melons are passing

quite freely over the Pea vine and tho
Iron-Mounta- routes.

Look out for August 14. Big
posters will tell you nil about It.

From Oran.
Mrs. P. R. Williams and son Paul,

of Kelo, visited relatives hero Friday
Mrs. J. W. Clenison and sister vis

ited Morley Monday.
Mis. Bulali Tuck returned home

Monday from a visiit to Jackson.
Ed Glascock returned to Beaumont

Texas Monday.
Rex Cunningham, of Blodgett, was

hero Sunday.
Mr. and Mr. Hargris left for their

future home nt Ellis Grove, III, Sat-
urday.

Mr. and Mrs. Wm. Stubblefleld will
leave for White Springs soon, where
they have an elegant summer nome.

Dr. L. A. Richmond and son Curl,
of Dyer, Tenn., are visiting hero.

Walter Dillingham is dangerously
ill and his recovery doubtful.

Republican Judicial Convention.
Tho Republican convention, in

session at Joplin this week, nomi-

nated n theircaudidates for supreme
judges, Henry Lamm, of Sedalia;
Moses Whybank, of Marble Hill,
and Edward Hlgbee, of Lancaster.

Cape Girardeau Tri-Wee- kly Packet,

Steamer CHESTER.
Is Now a Through Boat.

Between St. Louis and Cape Girardeau, and north of
Grand Tqwer will make no landing except for passengers. ;

Leaves St. Louis Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays J
at 4 o'clock x). in. Returning, leaves (Jane GirardMn'on
Wednesdays, Fridays and. Sundays at 9 a. m. sharp. .
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